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American Indian sovereignty
Reading through the two articles, it became increasingly evident that the early US governments exploited the American Indians to take control of their lands and natural resources. The leaders of the US government during the 18th and 19th centuries introduced various bills that would protect American citizens. However, these bills tended to be formulated against American Indians. A notable example is how legislators violated court mandates that aimed to protect the Cherokee Indians in Georgia in 1832. Legislators and American citizens regularly violated the rights of American Indians because they wrongly believed that they were allowed paramount authority over Indian affairs by the Constitution.
My previous knowledge of the relationship between the US government and American Indians was that the relationship was strained and was extremely advantageous only to the US government. The leaders of the US government since independence regularly exploited the lack of formal education among American Indians to manipulate them into signing treaties that were not ultimately beneficial to Indian tribes. In addition, the US government used its military strength and availability of weapons to crush any form of resistance that was raised by American Indians. It meant that American Indians were frequently forced to submit to the demands of the US government as legal channels were controlled by American citizens and the use of force would only lead to death for the Indian tribes.
The video on tribal sovereignty offers insight into how the Indian tribes view their freedom and power as a community. The video discusses the underlying mentality of American Indians towards tribal sovereignty, with the main idea being that they are domestic sovereign self-governing nations. It means that they are considered an independent nation which can therefore have a nation-to-nation relationship to the US government. Tribal sovereignty for Indian tribes also means that state governments have limited power over the tribes. American Indians over the centuries since independence have sought to be awarded full self-governance and restrict the state and federal governments from exercising authority over them that is not legally allowed. The enhanced understanding of the rights and demands of American Indians throughout American history is a major reason why it is necessary to become familiar with US colonial and treaty history.
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